PhD studentship on Chimpanzee Behaviour
Department of Psychology, University of Stirling

The Department of Psychology in the University of Stirling in partnership with the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (Edinburgh Zoo) and Burning Gold Productions (a TV production company) invites applications for a fully-funded 3 year PhD studentship starting in May 2008, or shortly thereafter. We encourage students who have, or expect to obtain, a First or Upper Second class Honours degree in Psychology or a related discipline, or who already have an MSc, to apply. 

The PhD project centres on the installation of multiple cameras in different areas and surroundings of the new chimpanzee enclosure and the use of computer-training to allow the chimpanzees to choose which camera views they watch. This method will allow us to gain considerable insight into how chimpanzees view their world. The project has three objectives, which reflect the primary interests of the three collaborators: a high quality and innovative research programme under the supervision of Stirling researchers (Dr Sarah-Jane Vick and Professor Hannah Buchanan-Smith), significant public engagement activities related to the project to be held at Edinburgh Zoo, and finally the filming and production of a documentary based upon this project by Burning Gold Productions, under commission from the BBC. Approximately 24 months will be spent working at Edinburgh Zoo. 
Funding available

Subject to final confirmation of funds, we are pleased to offer full-time PhD fees for 3 years (E.U. eligible fees only) and an annual maintenance allowance of £12,000pa.  There will also be opportunities to earn additional income through teaching.

For further particulars please contact Linda Cullen - linda.cullen@stir.ac.uk
· Please view our Department’s web pages at: http://www.psychology.stir.ac.uk/index.php 
· For application details please see: http://www.psychology.stir.ac.uk/postgrad/application.php
Please note that instead of attaching a research proposal, you should attach 
A) A <800 word document describing ONE example of how this research infrastructure (multiple cameras and computer based responses) could be used to investigate chimpanzee cognition.
B) A 300 word non-technical summary of the research described for A above, appropriate for a non-academic audience. 
Short listed candidates will be informed before Friday 21st March; interviews will be held at Edinburgh Zoo on Wednesday 26th March, 2008. 

The final closing date for applications is Friday 7th March 2008
